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1, The regular monthly meoting of district end state leaders of. the Brandenburg
©  BED, originally scheduled for 13 Fabruary, took place cn 20 February in the emsll
- Marble Hell of the New Palace in Potsdam, A1l mombers of tha Stato Exceutive
Oommitton with the excoption of Wilhkelm Pleck wsre prosent. A4s usual,
“Kreuslnger, o former district leador who is now in the organizatiopal depart-
mant of the Brandenburg SED, addressed the group on the subject of enticipsted
political dovelopments in Germuy, He begen by stating that ho had to retruct
his aarlier remark that 1948 would be the year of decileloms the decisions have
already boen mede, and the cause of ths working manses hes omerged twiumphant,
- "We are in tho midst of the world revolution, and the next step will be the
- diotatorship of the proletariat. The only remaining problen ig ©o Find tho wey
‘best adapted strategloally for bringing it into boing."

- 2, Gormauy, not the Msditerzancan ares ¢r Asia, is the keoy point in the world con-
o . 2130t; efter she becomes Commumistic, the remaining Puropean counftries will
. %ad) in quick succossion, Oppoments of the movement are in & hopeless eitustion.
. .-%0 a1 persons of any percepiicn it ia clear that the United States, tha only
vamaining represontative of the bourgecis, ecapitalistlc werldd, aow sands hopo-
‘leaply ieolated in world politicsy this would be quite plain is she attempted
%o resist the currend of history by employlng eny meens other then finsncial,

3. ZEreuzinger then proceedsd to dlscups the Marshell Plan, stating that the masa
: ~ infilteation of Americen capitsl and yay materiels into western Burope wenld
wndoubtedly improve econamic conditions temporarily, but would not presorve the
0l4 econonic structure. A capiteiistic Buropo withcut & cepitalistic Germeny is
virtually impossible, and the Germauy which emerges {rom tho prasent chacs will
- be & progressive, democratic, Commmietic Germany. Frence and England, the
* . chiof powers of western Europs, are not expocted to interfers with this wave

'3 Zé '\ - of the future; the working masges of those couniryies, who will be the nexi to
£ L ~achieve their independence, will met brook the forcoful suppression of prograsse
BT 8'0‘-03 . dve @ovelopments in Gormany. e , :
iut;,_‘_::"“_ AR : i
: ‘ifé 55 24\ Awerfoa's only salvation frem Commwism in Europe end an econcmle crisis at
S85¢ 0| hom ise wvar, but not an stomie "rencto-control® wer. Sho has no foothold,
d . -t ;:

| bowever, from vhich she can wage a war of mess armles in Eorcpe, as & glance ot

-\ the map plainly shows.  Fer threo yoors tho Holite Sea hap Leen e Rusoian lake;

~the capitulation of Gresco should oceur by oarly summery moar-hy countrles s

.| such ap France end Italy in the south and the Scandinavian countries in the aorth,

¥ _(will mintain & friendly neutrality teward the Joviet Union; and conditiona in

Torkey and Spain are of such & pature thet any political erisis would preciplinte
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revolution., The Unitod States wenld thus be hopelasaly outflanked in central
Rurope in case of war. She can do 1ittlo to impede the swift and sure ad-
vance of Commmisnm in Burope and perticularly in Germeny, and the Marshall
Plan is hor last resort.

Rnasia's irmedinte goal i1s to win Gerweny. The question of currency reform
wvill be the deciding factor in developments of tho next few wecks, It is
impossiblo for the Aliied Contral Council to reach any egroement on this
psubject; neither Russia, which desires that tiis burden of the reform be
asgumad ty laxrge concerns and monayed intarests, nor Amerlea, which intends
that the worker be tho party to suffer, will yield to the other. If the
Marsholl Plan is to bs effeotive, America will be forced to carry cut em
independent owrrency reform, which will be interpreted bty Comranist propo-
genda as anothor stop towerd the division of Cormeny. This will stir
milonalistic pentiments in all Germones, gven the bourgeois classes, end gain
large mmbers of supporters for the Volkekongrsss movemsnt. EKrsusinger stated
that 1t was necessary to enlist tho sesistance of leading Germean thinkers for
the Volkekongress movement, since onc great nems would do more to win it
followers then any mumber of comnitltees. He sssigned the district lesders the
task of converting cutstanding intellectunls who reside within their distriots.
Tho moens used in doing this are of no significance; overy man has his price.

The reason for this emphasis upon the Volkskomgrese lies in the fact that it
is to beoome the basis of Ruseian policy in Germeny. The Volkskongress move~
ment will constitute the only real porty in the eastern some, the SED iding
the fremowork., It will probably be called tho "German Unity lovement (Deutschke
Einheitsbsuogung)". From this unity moyemant a comstitutiopal convention will
emerge. This, in “urn, will appoint a Gormen government, which, as an exprese-
ion of tho people’s will, is assured of rocognition by the pcople’s democracles
of the sant. Russia w1l give the govormment the character of sn exile govern~
ment, rataining the present state governments asioirinistrative units. She

w111 irmediately withdrew hor occupation troops, provided, of course, that
military oxigencies do not meke such a move impraotical; in any case, the
character of the occupation will be altered through the conclusion of & peace
treaty.” The peace ireaty will be followed by & series of political and economic
agresments with the eastorn European democracies. No diffieultiss are axpected
from the Gormans on the qusstion of tho eastarn boundsry; most will be glad to
aaacr:got; the territory now administered by Foland in exchange for independence
and -

Ameriecn will be ghle to do nothing boyond meking hysterical accusations, and
will realize to an increasing extent the inmadvisability of & wer against
Russia., Within a very short time Russia will make en improssive showlng of her
militayy might. The question of the atom bomb can be safely ignored; no
belligerent powar would employ such & weapon for fear of reprisels. England has
to alternotives: either e close allisnco with Russia or deadly enmity. A4As her
oolondes fell awey and she becomes dependent upon Russis for markets, it seems
1likely that she vill choose the forwer. She will produce and export to

Burope, the Balkens, Forth Afrios, and Asia what Russie prescribes to her, or
ahe uﬁ.l starvo,

CONFIDENTIAL |

iy

Approved For Release 2001M DP82-00457R001500090011-8




